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HBMSU Online Experience
Explore the new and enhanced smart learning model at HBMSU (Fall 2020)

When classes begin at HBMSU on August 30 (Fall 2020), smart learning has a new look.

HBMSU uses a smart learning model for its degree programs, where every course in the program is composed of a live online session and an independent 
learning session, held on a weekly basis. 

The live online sessions enable you to interact online with the instructor, view course content and interact with classmates in a virtual classroom. 

In the independent learning sessions, you will be provided with a variety of learning materials that can be accessed anywhere at any time. 

You do not have to come physically to HBMSU Campus, thus saving the time, effort and money of transportation, and you will be able to access your virtual 
classes from any place as long as you are connected to the internet.

The HBMSU smart learning model allows you to learn at your own pace, and encourage you to set appropriate learning goals and take charge of your own 
learning. 

Did you know?
HBMSU smart learning is just as rigorous, challenging and focused on quality as on-campus learning! Every learning material is 
designed to challenge you intellectually, and will require motivation and commitment.



Live Online Classes
At Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University

Also known as synchronous learning, live online sessions (or virtual sessions) will be conducted 
using the virtual classroom of Blackboard® Collaborate, which can be accessed from the course 
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) and will be recorded for later reference.

During these live online sessions, the instructor or the learners can share presentations and engage in discussions. They can share their 
screens or various applications to assist in learning.

Learners will need to attend the live online sessions scheduled for their courses and should understand that attendance will be recorded 
automatically based on their presence in the online classroom. Learners should refer to the attendance policy and procedure in the 
Learners' Handbook for more information.

Online Class Timings

6.45 pm – 8:15 pm
(Undergraduate Programs)

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
(Postgraduate Programs)

Weekly Classes 
Learners will be able to meet virtually with their 
peers and the course instructor every week for 
1 hour 30 minutes. Minutes



Independent Learning
At Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University

Also known as asynchronous learning, independent learning (or self-paced learning) is learning that is 
not bound by time or place, where learners and the instructor can interact and engage with each other, 
sharing resources and information outside the constraints of time and place.

During these sessions, you will be provided with various types of learning resources and assigned activities to assess your understanding.
Assigned activities need to be completed within the week before the next live online session.

The instructor will then review your submissions / contributions and provide constructive feedback, with guidance on how to use the learning 
resources to achieve the learning outcome(s).

Average study time for each
session every week  
1 hour 30 minutes.

Learning Resources  
Digitized learning objects, PPT Presentations, 
discussion forums, case studies, articles, textbook 
chapters, podcasts and/or various open 
educational resources 

Minutes.



HBMSU Virtual Learning Environment
How it works

VLE Tutorial

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ivc2zauWVsI&feature=emb_logo


Assessment Tools
Course assessment is determined by the assessment strategy in the course syllabus

QuizzesWritten assignments 

The type, number, and weight 
of assessments in every course 

is determined by the course 
level, discipline and learning 

outcomes and individual/group projects  Online quizzes during asynchronous sessions

For participation in discussions and activities 
during synchronous and asynchronous sessions

with a viva conducted online Proctored physical final exams at University campus 
(or at certified assessment centers outside UAE)

Final Exams Individual ProjectsParticipation marks



Technical Requirements
Checklist

For the best online learning experience at HBMSU, you will need to have a personal computer that meets the 
minimum system requirements for the learning management system.

DEVICE & OPERATING SYSTEM
A laptop or a desktop computer with Microsoft 
Windows 8 or above or Mac OS 10 or above

Memory: 4 GB (RAM) or higher

Processor: Minimum intel core i3 or similar 
processor

HARDWARE
A built-in or external microphone and webcam. 

Some learners have found it helpful to possess 
additional hardware, such as a high quality 
headphone with microphone

INTERNET CONNECTION
Internet connection with a minimum speed  
of 4Mbps

Constant access to the internet

All our applications are web based and they 
are accessible from any device.  They are 
fully supported on all popular modern web 
browsers. We also provide iOS and Android 
mobile apps.



GLOSSARY
HBMSU terms and definitions

Asynchronous Learning:
Asynchronous learning is the same as self-paced learning. It is learning that is 
not bound by time or place, where learners and the instructor can interact and 
engage among each other sharing resources and information outside the 
constraints of time and place. In asynchronous (or self-paced) learning, the 
learner takes responsibility for his/ her learning through accessing online course 
materials and other learning resources available on the course virtual learning 
environment (VLE).

Learner:
At HBMSU, we think differently. There are no ‘students’ at HBMSU, only 
‘learners’. This is because we show you how to learn: instead of you being a 
recipient of knowledge, we empower and encourage you to become a co-creator 
of your own learning experience. 

Synchronous Learning:
Conducted in real time using the virtual classroom, where learners and the 
instructor participate through direct interaction and engagement with the 
disciplinary content of the course using a variety of tools such as file sharing, 
chatting, instant messaging and shared whiteboard, etc.

Virtual Learning Environment:
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a suite of software applications running in 
an integrated way to support a smooth learning experience. These applications 
provide communication channels between instructor and learners and provide a 
one-stop shop to access various online course and course related information. 



Accredited online degrees
from Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University

We offer a wide range of recognized degree programs and professional development programs in business and quality management, healthcare, environment and educa-
tion with a focus on flexible learning. 
All degree programs are accredited by the UAE Ministry of Education.

Our program advisors are available to help you choose your courses for each program.

Undergraduate Programs:
Bachelor of Business and Quality Management

Bachelor in Business and Human Resource Management

Bachelor of Business in Accounting

Diploma in Health Administration

Bachelor of Science in Health Administration

Postgraduate Programs:
Master of Science in Organizational Excellence

Master of Science in Innovation and Change 
Management

Master of Management in Entrepreneurial  
Leadership

Master in Project Management

Master in Islamic Banking and Finance

Master in Human Resource Management

Master of Science in Public Health

Master of Science: Excellence in Environmental 
Management

Master of Science in Hospital Management

Master of Science in Interactive Educational 
Technologies 

Master of Arts in Online Education Leadership 
and Management

Master of Arts in Online Curriculum and Instruction

Doctor of Philosophy - Total Quality Management

Doctor of Philosophy - Healthcare Management 

Doctor of Philosophy - Educational Leadership

schedule an online appointmentcome see us in personGive us a callNeed help planning your program?

https://www.caa.ae/caa/DesktopModules/InstPrograms.aspx?inst_no=38
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/undergraduate/bachelor-business-and-quality-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/undergraduate/bachelor-business-and-human-resource-management-hr-degree
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/undergraduate/bachelor-business-accounting
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/undergraduate/diploma-health-administration
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/undergraduate/bachelor-science-health-administration
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-science-organizational-excellence
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-science-innovation-and-change-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-management-entrepreneurial-leadership
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-project-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-islamic-banking-and-finance
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-human-resource-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-science-public-health
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-science-excellence-environmental-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-science-hospital-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-science-interactive-educational-technologies
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-arts-online-education-leadership-and-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/masters/master-arts-online-curriculum-and-instruction
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/phd/doctor-philosophy-total-quality-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/phd/doctor-philosophy-healthcare-management
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/study/phd/doctor-philosophy-educational-leadership
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/contact
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hamdan+Bin+Mohammed+Smart+University+(HBMSU)/@25.10487,55.392432,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x5f0094226e3d3d2c!8m2!3d25.1048702!4d55.3924318?hl=en-US&shorturl=1
https://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/request-program-info



